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JOEL’S DAY OF THE LORD 
Joel & Obadiah 

 
 

INTRODUCTION  
 
 Joel’s name means “Yahweh is God” and his 
book is an anguished cry to God, as he mourns the 
thousands, perhaps millions of locusts, who have 
“invaded my land.”  

 Some think Joel was part of the temple “staff,” 
for in his short prophecy there is evidence of his 
frequent call to prayer and fasting, his calling on 
God for mercy continually, his knowledge of ear-
lier prophets and his frequent use of liturgical lan-
guage. 

 After the two chapters on this most terrible 
experience; locusts and grasshoppers eating up all 
crops, tree bark, and all kinds of materials, Joel 
takes up the theme of the Day of the Lord, also a 
terrible and a frightening thing. But in trust Joel 
also expressed his confidence that God is a “ref-
uge for his people.” This is the way he ends each 
depressive description.  

 The setting is Zion, where the temple has been 
rebuilt, and the entire community can assemble. 
The leaders mentioned are the priests and elders, 
suggesting that the king and governor are not rul-
ing at the time. It is thought that Joel wrote around 

400 years before Christ. The fact that he borrows 
from the other prophets also suggests that he is a 
late writer and his time is before the Greek con-
quest of Alexander the Great. 

I. THE INSECT INVASION AND REMEDY 
(Joel 1:1-20) 

 A. The Locust Swarm (Joel 1:1-12). Joel 
calls the elders and all in the land to realize that 
nothing like this swarm has ever happened in their 
days or their fathers. They should recount it to 
their children and their children’s children. 

 He reminds the drunkards that no more will 
there be wine for them. Even offering and liba-
tions can not be in the house of the Lord. He calls 
to the husbandmen and vine-dressers that all is 
dried up or eaten up, stripped, useless. “Joy has 
withered away from among mankind” (Joel 
1:12b). 

 B. The Cry to the Lord (Joel 1:13-14). 
With exclamations abounding, Joel calls the 
priests to proclaim a fast and call an assembly for 
all to “cry to the Lord,” in one accord (Joel 1:13-
14). In rhythmic lines, Joel adds new descriptions 
of the calamity: all rots away, stores are de-
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stroyed, barns fall down; “How the beasts groan!” 
(Joel 1:15-18).  

 Here Joel mentions the “Day of the Lord”; 
“Alas, the day!” Amos used this phrase to warn 
the Israelites that for them it would be a day of 
darkness, for blessings do not come indiscrimi-
nately to the good, the bad, and the indifferent. 
Joel too, sees the “Day of the Lord” as a sorrowful 
event, but he turns trustingly to God and prays: 
“To you, O Lord, I cry!”  

II. DAY OF THE LORD (Joel 2:1-17)  

 A. An Army Comes (Joel 2:1-14). It so 
grips the prophet, this terrible occasion, that he 
must record more of it. They are “a people nu-
merous and mighty,” they run like horses, and 
rumble like chariots; all faces blanch at their com-
ing; like soldiers they scale walls, perfectly in or-
der. “In at the windows they come like 
thieves...The sun and moon are darkened...”  

 “The Lord raises his voice at the head of his 
army.” Joel knows that God alone can bid such 
creatures to come or go; who can bear it? And 
here, Joel speaks to the people, probably in the 
temple courts. The remedy is meant for us, too!  

 
Rend your hearts, not your garments,  
and return to the LORD, your God.  
For gracious and merciful is he,  
slow to anger, rich in kindness,  
and relenting in punishment (Joel 2:13).  

 This calls to mind the words of Jesus: “Come 
to me all who are heavy burdened, and I will re-
fresh you” (Matthew 11:28). 

 Calling upon all in the city, Joel suggests a 
common prayer: “Spare your people, O Lord, and 
make them not a reproach, with the nations ruling 
over them.”  Why should people say, “Where is 
their God?” (Joel 2:17b). 

 B. Blessings for God’s People (Joel 
2:18-27). Joel depicts God rushing to His peo-

ple’s cries, promising help in several directions, 
“for the LORD has done great things” (Joel 2:21). 
In her praise canticle, Mary, who had just heard 
Elizabeth her cousin say to her, “Blessed are 
you....” replies with the words of Joel. To her, as 
to others, the prophets were the nourishment and 
the strength of the faithful Israelites. To us, centu-
ries of Christian faith have also caused the in-
spired words to come to our minds, nourishing, 
gladdening, and strengthening us.  

 “He has given you the teacher of justice…” In 
this line, some see the announcement of Jesus to 
come; others note that this “teacher of justice” is 
seemingly a member of or an expected one for the 
Qumran community (ruins of which have been 
discovered in our time). “I will repay you for the 
years which the locusts have eaten,” says the 
Lord, “and the grasshopper, the devourer, and the 
cutter, my great army which I sent among you” 
(Joel 2:25).  

 C. Prophetic Words from God (Joel 3:1-
5). This short chapter with its wonderful and 
amazing promises is full of instruction for us. Not 
only is it full of hope in its first two verses, but it 
is a prophecy of Christians to come. St. Peter, in 
his first preaching of Christ, on the day of the 
great gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church, quoted 
Joel 3:1-5 as the prophecy of Pentecost to the fol-
lowers of Christ (Acts 2:14-21).  

III. JUDGMENT AND SALVATION (Joel 4:1-
21)  

 A. Judgment upon the Nations (Joel 
4:1-16). God speaks of assembling all the nations 
to the Valley of Jehoshaphat to enter into judg-
ment there. This is directed on behalf of “my peo-
ple and my inheritance, Israel” (Joel 4:2). The 
judgment is upon the neighboring nations for the 
crimes and misuse of His people by Tyre, Sidon 
and Philistia. “Crowd upon crowd come to the 
valley of decision!”  

 B. Salvation for God’s Elect (Joel 4:17-
20). The kingdom of Juda is a type of the king-
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dom of God, when the Spirit came on Pentecost as 
promised by Jesus. The Church came into exist-
ence when the Father sent the Third Person as 
promised; “I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
mankind” (Joel 3:1).  

  Jerusalem was castigated by the prophets in 
its long ups and down, and today is a contention 
between the state of Israel, the Arabs, and Chris-
tians. In that day of the Lord, Jerusalem was given 
the promise: “Jerusalem shall be holy, and 
strangers shall pass through her no more” (Joel 
4:17b). The fulfillment of that promise depended 
upon their fulfillment of God’s word, as any of 
His promises to us do. That God sent His Son to 
walk those streets, to die for all of God’s people, 
faithful or not, has made Jerusalem for the Jews 
and for us, the “Holy City for all generations.” 
Revelation, which we will study later  in this se-
ries, tells us of “The New Jerusalem coming down 
out of heaven from God, gleaming with the splen-
dor of God” (Revelations 21:10-11a).  

OBADIAH  

 This shortest of the prophets (21 verses) is not 
short on feeling! It goes back to Esau’s pain and 

anger at losing his heritage to his twin, Jacob. His 
descendants, the land of Edom, were always ene-
mies of Jacob’s land. Here Obadiah foresees the 
disappearance of Edom from history, and ascribes 
it to the violence that Edom aided in the Babylo-
nian invasion. Obadiah cries, “Near is the day of 
the Lord!” as he tells of the Lord’s justice on all 
the nations, but the “house of Jacob” shall be a 
fire to Esau’s stubble, when “your deeds shall 
come back upon your head” (Obadiah 15-16). Mt. 
Zion shall rule Mt. Esau, and “the kingship shall 
be the Lord’s” (Obadiah 21).  

APPLICATION  

 The great throng in the valley of Jehoshaphat 
were God’s enemies, and were to be judged ac-
cording to their deeds. Those who died as God’s 
people, faithful to his will, will forever rejoice.  It 
is difficult, however, to live with the barriers to 
our salvation in our world of today. There is 
strength, nourishment to our faith, in remaining 
close to God’s word in Scripture daily, and in be-
ing able to see its meaning today, personally. 
Strive for that.  
 

 
* * * * * * * 
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QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 18 
Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi 

 
Day 1  Read the notes. 
 a.  What lesson do you learn from the notes?  
 
 
 
 
 b.  Quote a sentence or so that is striking to you.   
 
 
 
Day 2  Read Haggai 1.  
 a.  What is the situation in Judah?   
 
 
 
 b  What have the new settlers done first and left till last?   
 
 
  c.  Read Haggai 2. What new glory is meant by God’s promise, “I will fill this house with glo-

ry?”   
 
 
 d.  What do you learn from Haggai 2:18-19?  
 

 
Day 3 
            a. Read Zechariah 1. How is Zechariah 1:3, like the sacrament of reconciliation that Jesus left 
us?   
 
 
 b.  Read Zechariah 2.  In Zechariah 1:14-17, God promised mercy to Jerusalem. How will it be 

fulfilled in Chapter 2?   
 
 
 c. Read Zechariah 3 and 4. Quote the lines that you like best.   
 
 
Day 4 
 a. Read  Zechariah  5.  What does the flying scroll do?   
 
 
 
 b. Read Zechariah 6. Who is to be the leader in charge of rebuilding the Temple?   
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 c.  Read Zechariah 7: 8-14. What does the Lord consider true fasting?   
 
 
 
 d.  Read Zechariah 8.   In Zechariah 8:1-19, choose one counsel the Lord gives and tell why you 

think it is important for our time.   
 
 
 
Day 5   
          a.   Read Zechariah 9:9, Matthew 21:5, John 12:15.  How and when was Zechariah 9:9 fulfilled?   

 
 
 
 b.  Read Zechariah 11:4-13, Matthew 26:15. Who does Zechariah (as a shepherd) foretell?   
 
 
 
 c.  What did the New Testament writers see fulfilled in the allegory of the shepherds?   
 
 
 
 
 d.  Read Zechariah 12:10 and 13:6. This prophet is given revelation of much of Jesus’ life. What 

is foretold here?  
 
 
 
 
Day 6  Read Malachi 1. 
 a.  For what is God rebuking the priests and Levites?   
 
 
 
 b.  What can this mean in our time? 
 
 
 
 c.  Read Malachi 2.   How is Malachi 2 repeated in our Country?   
 
 
 d.  Read Malachi 3:1-4, and Matthew 11:7-15. What does this show you about the prophets’ 

role? 


